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Tribute to Fanny Starr



Thank you for providing your first-person account of the horrors 
of being a child in a Nazi concentration camp. Your life-long wish 

that the atrocities are never forgotten is part of your legacy at 
STEM School Highlands Ranch. Our students and faculty are 
forever changed. Unified, we all shed tears for the losses and 

brutality you sustained. Thank you for making us better humans 
through your acts of kindness providing for those in need. Your 
message of kindness and generosity infused goodness into the 

world. Your legacy remains strong here at STEM.

Dr. Penny Eucker - Executive Director



 

Source 

Source 

“I pray that we 
are not forgotten”

“My 6 million fellow 
brothers and 

sisters”

“I prayed to die. I 
gave up living.”

https://source.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/FannyStarr-e1486416311166.jpg
https://i0.wp.com/wp-cpr.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/2019/05/fannystarr_portrait_1.jpg?fit=3328%2C2696&ssl=1


Fanny Starr was an amazing person who loved 
to teach children about her experiences. I was 

devastated when I found out she was no more. 
Last year, when she spoke to my class about 

her experiences in the Holocaust, I was 
heartbroken. She told us about how the Jews 

were left in gas chambers and killed or tortured 
to death. She told us about how her family was 

taken away, and she never got to see them 
again. I will never forget her words. We will 

always keep Mrs. Starr in our hearts. 

Arushima Swaroop- Student



Ms. Starr was an incredible figure and 
hopefully, she will go down as a significant 
figure in history, especially since we got the 

great opportunity to talk with her. I linked our 
project below, it was a video walk-through in  

Blender.

Holocaust Museum - Link 

I've also shared it with you via Google Drive. 

--

Regards,

           Hannah W, Avi B, Serin L, and Amogh V

(Students)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18yvinwX1MFm_LbbBSDZUJqPTCenDNW60/view?usp=sharing


5 YEARS
1250+ Students & 

Families
20+ Teachers

Opportunity



A picture of the late 
General Spark and late 

father Zesa Starr.



STEM students examine lessons of 
the Holocaust via virtual reality 

museums- 2016
Source

Fanny Starr experiences VR with a 
team of STEM students 

https://www.denverpost.com/2017/05/25/highlands-ranch-students-holocaust-vr-museums/


Experience 2020



I unfortunately never got to meet her, but 
when she talked to our entire grade. The 
experiences that she went through were 

unimaginable, but the strength, 
determination, and perseverance that she 

demonstrated were incredibly inspiring to all 
of us and I was so grateful to get to hear 

her speak.

Isabelle McCall (Student)



Understand 2017



When I met her last year I realized how 
brave and strong she was to be able to 

survive the Holocaust, and even stronger to 
be able to talk about such a traumatizing 

experience. Ms. Starr is truly a hero.

Sincerely,

Kaley Kingman (Student)



Rejoice 



Ms. Starr’s perseverance, 
determination, and 

resilience will continue to 
impact students and 

faculty alike for many 
years to come!

-Mallory Latimer (Teacher) 



Though we were never fortunate 
enough to meet her, through others, we 
know that Ms. Starr was a kind, brave, 
beautiful, and strong woman, and how 
influential she was as a hero to the next 

generations. May her memory and legacy 
be a blessing to everyone she impacted.

Thank you

Delaney Kaspar & Mishika Bhatia

(Students)



Maths Data Graphs



Fanny Starr had the heart that cared for 
everyone. I am so honored to be able to 
meet and talk to her. You may be gone 

from our sight but never from our hearts- 

It is a gift to know you and your family 
who is an inspiration for the STEM 

community

-Simi Basu (Teacher)



My life is fuller for having met Fanny Starr. Fanny was 
an amazing woman with the sweetest, strongest 

spirit. She has been an inspiration to so many of our 
STEM students and families over the years. She told 

us to be good to others and to value the good in 
humanity. I will always remember her words - value 
the lessons learned. Fanny Starr will be missed by all 

of us here at STEM and we cherish the time she 
shared with us.

-Kathy Dwyer (Teacher)



Memories from the heart 
never

leave or fade away, they get stronger, STEM Strong.

Helen 

Favorite Memories:

Five years ago Erin Christian, invited Fanny and myself to come to HR STEM. It was the best 
leap of faith.

When Fanny visited the gymnasium and saw the Science projects. We talked in Yiddish, 
and Fanny said, look at the devotion from the teacher to teach about the Holocaust.

Simi’s kids designed a virtual museum. Fanny wore the Oculus Rift to visit the Holocaust 
Museum and was mesmerized.

Memories from the heart never leave or fade away, they get stronger, STEM Strong. 



Memories





Five years ago Erin Christian, invited Fanny and myself to do a
presentation about Fanny's life story. The opening of the ceremony was
a song sung by four students called One Child. On the drive home from

the school, Fanny and I both cried. Memories from the heart never
leave or fade away, they get stronger, STEM Strong.

Images, three are from her presentations at HR STEM, five years ago.
Fanny speaking at the signing of the Holocaust Bill on July 8, 2020,

and Fanny sitting in our kitchen.

Thank you so much for being part of our family an emotion that has
 never faded the heart and has only gotten stronger through the years.

Warmest Regards

Helen R. Starr



Though I was never directly graced with the 
knowledge and experiences of Fanny Starr, 

her presence was incredibly strong among the 
teachers and students at STEM School 

Highlands Ranch. That presence was of a 
woman who had suffered the savagery of 
Nazi Germany and survived with her eyes 
focused on never allowing those events to 

happen again. By teaching the youth of 
Colorado and the world who the nazi's were 

and what they are, evil personified!

-Robert Rogers (Teacher)



Fanny Starr had one of the most genuine and generous 
hearts I have ever known. It was my honor and privilege 
to be able to not only work with her on presentations to 

students but to also become to know her as a friend. 
Her impact will never be forgotten.

Erin Christian- Former Teacher





I have been privileged to hear Fanny 
tell her story over the past few years. 

Hearing Fanny's story has really helped 
to personalize the atrocities of the 
Holocaust and to emphasize the 

importance of valuing the worth of each 
individual. To hear her tell her thoughts 

and feelings in the midst of the 
experiences we learn about in history 

really helps bring history to life and 
show the importance of committing to 

making a better future. Thank you.

- Heather Dillon (Teacher)



Don’t bite the bait that leads to hate.- 

By Jack Adler

- Stephanie Hart (Teacher)



The Nuts & Bolts of 21st Century Teaching 

This is the fifth year STEM School HIghlands Ranch has done a cross-curricular PBL on Holocaust museum 
using technology, each one slightly different than the last. I have to admit that every year is a new challenge 
and new learning. The unit involves inquiry, collaborative, and project-based learning all in one. As teachers 

our role in all of this is to create an environment that is well designed and conducive to students learning. 
Our role is to be a co-collaborator and facilitator. We truly are co-learners with our students every year. 

The purpose of this project is to provide our students with an authentic task that teaches 21st century skills, 
and also deepens their understanding of the events of the Holocaust. We at STEM believe it’s important to 

teach students why we are doing things, especially why we’re learning differently. 

To be honest, this project is so interesting, we want to be part of it. We want to help make and design it. We 
often ask questions and clarify points that our students are confused on. And since we are side by side with 
our students, rather than “the sage on the stage,” we find that we are developing stronger relationships with 

them, especially those few shy students who say almost nothing in a group. In between coats of paper 
mache, we have time to have conversations with students that ordinarily we wouldn’t. It doesn’t get much 

better than this. Kudos to all 7th grade Teachers and Students!

Collaborating. Communicating. Connecting.
Simi Basu (Computer Science Teacher)



Student projects

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1rkyTG4mijdw0ZFNZkm1F9Jzs6K08BMbL/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1hK1N0WxjJtB8ToL8cQEtsMnXuqoKfiXx/preview


Thank you Fanny Starr and 
family

Regards,

STEM School Highlands 
Ranch- 7th Grade 

Teachers
Special Thanks to Delaney Kaspar and 

Mishika Bhatia for helping with the 
presentation.


