
STEM School Highlands Ranch

Automatic Waiver Request Template

Use the addendum template below to list automatic waiver(s) from policy and rule and

the related replacement plans that the charter school is requesting.

Automatic district waivers still require a developed plan, process, or policy on record. DCSD has

streamlined this process with its “Automatic Waiver Request Template” document. This

document allows charter schools to reference their replacement policy using existing material

(e.g., Staff or Student Handbook, Application, Policy Handbook, etc.). This process is not

intended to be exhaustive, rather it aims to help protect the autonomy of the charter school.

Contact Information

School Name: STEM School Highlands Ranch

School Address (mailing): 8773 S. Ridgeline Blvd, Highlands Ranch, CO 80129

Charter School Waiver Contact Name: Karen Johnson

Charter School Waiver Contact’s Phone Number: 303-683-7836

Charter School Waiver Contact’s Email: Karen.Johnson@stemk12.org

kejohnson1@dcsdk12.org

Automatic Waivers: Policy Description and Rationale and Replacement Plan / Process

Policy Citation and Title

BBBE Unexpired Term Fulfillment_Vacancies 06.18.19

Replacement Plan, Process or Policy Link: This policy is covered in Section 3.4 of the

STEM School Bylaws.

STEM School Bylaws (amended 8.2018)

mailto:Karen.Johnson@stemk12.org
mailto:kejohnson1@dcsdk12.org
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=11253256
https://stemk12.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/BYLAWS-STEM-2018-as-amended.pdf


Automatic Waivers: Policy Description and Rationale and Replacement Plan / Process

Policy Citation and Title

BC School Board Member Conduct 06.18.19

BCA_E_1 Code of Ethics for School Board Members 08.20.19

BCB School Board Member Conflict of Interest 06.18.19

Replacement Plan, Process or Policy Link: This policy is covered in Article 7 and Section

8.5 of the STEM School Bylaws.

STEM School Bylaws (amended 8.2018)

Automatic Waivers: Policy Description and Rationale and Replacement Plan / Process

Policy Citation and Title:

BE School Board Meetings 06.18.19

BEDH Public Participation at School Board Meetings 06.18.19 (1)

Replacement Plan, Process or Policy Link:

This policy is covered in Sections 3.5, 3.6, and 7.4, of the STEM School Bylaws.

STEM School Bylaws (amended 8.2018)

Automatic Waivers: Policy Description and Rationale and Replacement Plan / Process

Policy Citation and Title:

BG Policy Process 04.02.2019

BG_E Policy Process Delegation of District Policy 04.02.19

https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=10615382
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=10846474
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=10615403
https://stemk12.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/BYLAWS-STEM-2018-as-amended.pdf
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=10615409
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=11055083
https://stemk12.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/BYLAWS-STEM-2018-as-amended.pdf
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=10952814
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=9357234


Replacement Plan, Process or Policy Link:

This policy is covered in Article V of the STEM School Bylaws.

STEM School Bylaws (amended 8.2018)

Automatic Waivers: Policy Description and Rationale and Replacement Plan / Process

Policy Citation and Title:

DFE Gate Receipts and Admissions (Royalties) 12.03.02

Replacement Plan, Process or Policy Link:

STEM School Highlands Ranch follows the policies set forth by CHSSA with regard to

gate and game admission cost. If no policy is applicable STEM School Highlands Ranch

will maintain a non for profit policy which allows for covering all costs specific to an

event.

Automatic Waivers: Policy Description and Rationale and Replacement Plan / Process

Policy Citation and Title:

IGA Curriculum Development 05.2012

IGA-E District Course Proposal Form 11.07.18

IGA-E-1 District Concurrent Enrollment Program Proposal 11.07.18

IGA-R Curriculum Development 11.07.18

Replacement Plan, Process or Policy Link:

STEM School Highlands Ranch is responsible to identify, deliver, and monitor

curriculum that aligns with the Colorado Academic Standards. Curriculum Development

and Course proposals are approved by the STEM School Highlands Ranch Curriculum

Committee, a Board Committee, and approved by the STEM Board of Directors.

In addition, curriculum development and decision making aligns with the vision and

mission of STEM School Highlands Ranch and a model of Problem Based Learning.

https://stemk12.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/BYLAWS-STEM-2018-as-amended.pdf
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=6540953
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=6544413
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=7407723
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=7407780
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=7407764


STEM School Highlands Ranch Mission: Never Stop Innovating

Vision: We envision a world of exponential possibilities where every child
develops the innate knowledge, skills, creativity and character to thrive,
lead and succeed in an ever-changing future.

Automatic Waivers: Policy Description and Rationale and Replacement Plan / Process

Policy Citation and Title:

IJ Textbook and Instructional Materials Selection and Adoption 07.15.14

IJ-E Textbook and Instructional Materials Selection and Adoption Request Checklist

03.06.19

IJ-E-1 Proposal to Adopt a Textbook 03.2019

IJ-E-2 Novel_Book-Length Work Proposal 03.2019
IJ-E-3 District Initiated Texbook_required curriculum materials adoption proposal 7.2020

Replacement Plan, Process or Policy Link:

STEM School Highlands Ranch is responsible to identify, deliver, and monitor

curriculum that aligns with the Colorado Academic Standards. Curriculum development,

Instructional resources, and course proposals are approved by the STEM School

Highlands Ranch Curriculum Committee, a Board Committee, and approved by the

STEM Board of Directors. In addition, curriculum development and decision making

aligns with the vision and mission of STEM School Highlands Ranch and a model of

Problem Based Learning.

STEM School Highlands Ranch Mission: Never Stop Innovating

Vision: We envision a world of exponential possibilities where every child
develops the innate knowledge, skills, creativity and character to thrive,
lead and succeed in an ever-changing future.

Automatic Waivers: Policy Description and Rationale and Replacement Plan / Process

Policy Citation and Title:

https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=6544443
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=10857597
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=10857597
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=10865138
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=10866395
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=12254768


IJ-R Procedures for Reviewing and Recommending Textbooks and Instructional

Materials 03.06.19

IJA Selection of Controversial Learning Resources 05.2012

IJA-R Selection of Controversial Learning Resources 05.2012

Replacement Plan, Process or Policy Link:

STEM School Highlands Ranch is responsible to identify, deliver, and monitor

curriculum that aligns with the Colorado Academic Standards. Curriculum development,

Instructional resources, and course proposals are approved by the STEM School

Highlands Ranch Curriculum Committee, a Board Committee, and approved by the

STEM Board of Directors. In addition, curriculum development and decision making

aligns with the vision and mission of STEM School Highlands Ranch and a model of

Problem Based Learning.

STEM School Highlands Ranch Mission: Never Stop Innovating

Vision: We envision a world of exponential possibilities where every child
develops the innate knowledge, skills, creativity and character to thrive,
lead and succeed in an ever-changing future.

Automatic Waivers: Policy Description and Rationale and Replacement Plan / Process

Policy Citation and Title:

IJOA Field Trips and Excursions 11.28.05

Replacement Plan, Process or Policy Link:

STEM School Highlands Ranch is responsible for managing its own field trips. Furthermore,

all field trips align with the vision and mission of STEM School Highlands Ranch and a

model of Problem Based Learning.

STEM School Highlands Ranch Mission: Never Stop Innovating

Vision: We envision a world of exponential possibilities where every child
develops the innate knowledge, skills, creativity and character to thrive,
lead and succeed in an ever-changing future.

https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=10857297
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=10857297
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=6578371
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=6578400
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=6582700


Automatic Waivers: Policy Description and Rationale and Replacement Plan / Process

Policy Citation and Title:

IKAB Student Progress Reports to Parents-Guardians and Students 01.28.08

IKAB-R-1 Student Progress Reports to Parents and Students 01.26.08

Replacement Plan, Process or Policy Link:

STEM School Highlands Ranch will align with this policy but governs its own student

reporting, which is communicated in the Parent/Student Handbook on page 22.

Parent/Student Handbook

Automatic Waivers: Policy Description and Rationale and Replacement Plan / Process

Policy Citation and Title:

JICA Student Dress 09.15.20

Replacement Plan, Process or Policy Link:

STEM School Highlands Ranch agrees with the majority of the DCSD policies related to

dress code but has modified a few policies in order to suit the culture and student choice

within the student body. Staff and students were involved in adopting the dress code

which is communicated in the Parent/Student Handbook on page 26.

Parent/Student Handbook

https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=6583447
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=6583451
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rsAVYo2YFJS66zRsgKDoTnYUVC_s3NbCEQ3g4EZtndY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.dcsdk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=12496683
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rsAVYo2YFJS66zRsgKDoTnYUVC_s3NbCEQ3g4EZtndY/edit?usp=sharing

